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License 
recipeShelf is based on proprietary code (source-available) and bundled with jQuery 

 (MIT license). Copying -except for own use-, modifying or redistributing any of the 

 recipeShelf code is not permitted. 

  

Copyright 2011 Oliver Seidel, Nicole Stich 

 

Icons 

Some (4) of the icons based on Joseph Wain’s ‘glyphish’ set [glyphish.com]. 

 

Backgrounds 

Some backgrounds are based on the works of Harvey Rayner / patterncooler.com. 

 

Supported Languages Disclaimer 
recipeShelf  per se is only shipped in English as a main application language. Despite other language packs included 

(and supported by the application), such as German, Spanish, Hungarian etc., they’re all authored by other users. 

NOTE: There is no guarantee that a language will always be available or continued going forward, it is entirely 

up the individual contributors to further support their outstanding work so far. 

 

Roadmap 
Disclaimer: All roadmap items are subject to change. 

Wordpress Support 

Future versions of recipeShelf are planned to support Wordpress users in providing a means to include recipe data 

(ingredients, method etc.) in a formatted way into Wordpress posts and pages. 

Twitter, Facebook / Social Media Support 

While recipeShelf was always meant to be be a personal tool, the option to share your recipes, in which ever form, 

sounds intriguing. Again, no promises IF and WHEN this feature will make it.
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Installation 

Installation requirements 

recipeShelf merely requires the following: 

 

• A few MB of web space 

• PHP version 4.3x or greater (basic) 

• GD Library (only for auto image resizing) 

• MySQL version 4.1.2 or greater (basic) 

recipeShelf runs best on these browsers: 
 

• Firefox 2+ 

• IE 7+,  

• Safari 

• Opera and your iPhone 

 

make sure to have an up-to-date version. 

Things to know 

• Access to your web server (via shell or FTP) 

• A text editor 

• An FTP client 
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New Installation 

Begin your installation by 

• Downloading the latest release of recipeShelf 

• Unzip the downloaded file to a folder on your hard drive 

• Create a database for recipeShelf on your web server, as well as a MySQL user who has all privileges for 
accessing and modifying it 

o If the above step is too cryptic, please get in touch with your web developer or system 
administrator, or web hosting company 

• Open recipeShelf/db-config-sample.php in your favorite text editor and fill in your database 

details, then save as db-config.php 

• Place all the recipeShelf files in the desired location on your web server 

• Run the recipeShelf installation script: 

[ http://mysite.com/myfolder/recipeshelf ]/index.php 

Note: The above part in brackets  [...] is dependent on your domain and installation path setup! 

 

recipeShelf will now verify your DB connection (per your configuration above) and will guide you through the one-

click installation. 

 

A couple of hints: 

• Make your /recipeshelf/photos folder writeable all other folders are happy with permissions set to 550 and 
files to 440. 

• If you want to use recipeShelfs Backup/Restore feature, make sure to disable PHP safe mode, your 
hosting provider know what to do ☺ 

• If you’d like to make your installation even more secure, make use of the .htaccess possibilties to e.g. 
setup additional password protection, IP deny/access rules etc. 
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Upgrading from v.92 to v1.0 

 

Note: Before doing anything, we recommend your make a backup/copy of your complete recipeShelf directory 

(on the web server), including your uploaded photos. Optionally you could even make a database backup 

through your web server’s control panel. Just to be safe. 

 

The actual upgrading process should be piece of cake. Simply upload / copy the new recipeShelf files to your server 

and access your recipeShelf site. 

This will do three things: 

1. recipeShelf  requires you to login as the main user 

2. recipeShelf will force a complete database backup and offers it for download to your local computer 

3. recipeShelf will update your database tables and will report back 

That’s it. 

In the unlikely event that the upgrade fails, you can always go back and reinstall the v.92 and use your web server’s 

control panel to restore the recipeShelf database tables using the SQL backup files produced in step 2. 

Upgrading to v1.3  

 

PLEASE READ THE ABOVE UPGRADE NOTE FIRST :-) 

In addition, the upgrade to v1.3 requires you to revisit your db-config.php file to adjust and add new settings, 

please consult the sample db-config-sample.php file that ships with v1.3 for reference. 

Security Note 

With version 1.3 I’ve made every attempt to enhance security across the board, primarily addressing XSS 

hack/spam attempts as well as SQL injection. 

If you do see odd, unexpected behaviour please let us know. 
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Usage 

How to use recipeShelf 

Find below a quick reference cheat sheets (screenshots) as a starting point to discover recipeShelf’s features and 

functionality.  

Keyboard Shortcuts 

See below a summary of all supported keyboard shortcuts and their functions. 

 

Shortcut     Function 

CTRL + S     Save / update recipe 

CTRL + N     New recipe 

CTRL + F     Open "Search" sidebar module 

CTRL + ↵    Add a row (depending on context) 

CTRL + T     Toggle editor / Recipe Layout 

CTRL + I     Open "Ideas" sidebar module 

CTRL + P     Print recipe 

CTRL + M     Email recipe 

CTRL + U     User settings 

CTRL + A     Admin screen 

CTRL + L     Switch language 

CTRL + B     Message board 

CTRL + H     This help page 

Tip: The not so intuitive shortcut CTRL + ↵↵↵↵  allows you to quickly add more  input lines depending on the area you 

are working on, e.g. when your cursor rests in the ingredients section, an additional ingredients line would occur. 

Please Note: Not all browsers support all shortcuts that recipeShelf uses. Chrome for instance refuses to play nice 

and reserves certain keys for itself. 

Image upload and auto resize 

What if: Can’t upload images error 

If you encounter errors during your photo upload, make sure to double- and tripple-check the access permissions 

on your server’s /photo folder (inside your recipeShelf directory). Perhaps even remove it and recreate it with 

permissions set to 755. 

What if: Images aren’t automatically resized 

This feature requires PHP to support GD library functions for advanced image processing. You may want to check 

with your web hosting company on this. 
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Database administration 

recipeShelf version 1.0 and beyond comes with a admin features that help keep your recipeShelf database tables 

and data stored therein in good shape. 

Ingredients data and email addresses 

Data pertaining to Units, Ingredients, Additional Info and Email Addresses that you have entered in recipeShelf is 

being recorded for future popup suggestions. Here you can clean up all recorded elements: 

  

 

Additional Read-Only users  

recipeShelf supports only one main user/admin account, however, you can create as many read-only accounts as 

you wish. These accounts will be able to use recipeShelf (browser & iPhone) like you do, but without being able to 

change any recipe data. The Favorites and Ideas modules of course work fine. 
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Backing up and restoring your recipeShelf database  

Please note that this feature only backs up your data entered, not photos uploaded to the server. If you don’t 

keep your photos locally on your PC or laptop anyway, you may want to manually trigger directory backups for your 

/photo/ folder.   

 ZIP compression allows you to decrease the size of the download file and can directly be restored. No unzipping 

required. 

  

 

Exporting and importing recipes  

To export a specific recipe to perhaps share with other recipeShelf users, you need to first select it and then come 

back here: 
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iPad 

How to use recipeShelf on the iPad 

Using the iPad you have two options: 

1. access the regular recipeShelf user interface and URL via 

[ http://mysite.com/myfolder/recipeshelf ]/index.php 

 

2. or, as explained below (see iPhone section), using the limited, iPhone specific interface: 

[ http://mysite.com/myfolder/recipeshelf ]/iphone/index.php 

 

With version 1.2, recipeShelf introduced much better iPad support for the regular user interface (see bullet point 

#1 above). While recipeShelf is not a native app – it can’t be bought in the app store- , it supports iPad (and 

iPhone) specific concepts such as: 

• portrait versus landscape viewing mode 

• pich and spread hand gestures to grow & shrink the editor window 

• double tab for the popup menu 
 

  

iPad specific limitations  

Unfortunately the iPad doesn’t support all features and functions a normal browser does, hence there are a few 

limitations, including: 

•  recipe images/photos can’t be uploaded  

• There is no HTML WYSIWYG editor for the iPad, but you can insert HTML tags yourself, if you want to 

• ingredients and sidebar modules can't be sorted/rearranged 
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iPhone 

How to setup/use recipeShelf on the iPhone 

The iPhone optimized application can be accessed via (see sample screenshots at the end of this document): 

 

[ http://mysite.com/myfolder/recipeshelf ]/iphone/index.php 

 

For best iPhone experience, follow these steps after browsing to the above (your) application URL: 

 

 

3. With the recipeShelf login page displayed, add it as a BOOKMARK  

 

  

 

4. Pick ADD TO HOMESCREEN and add  

 

 

 

5. Exit Safari which takes you back to the iPhone home 

screen, and click on the newly created RECIPESHELF 

icon 

 

 

 

 

This will allow recipeShelf to make better use of the screen and other user interface features. 

1 

2 

3 
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Experimental recipeShelf offline use 

Since recipeShelf isn’t a native iPhone app with its own local database supporting an offline mode (when in Airport 

Mode or with no reception) bears its challenges. 

 

The currently implemented experimental feature works is intended to work the following way: 

 

1. Start by clicking on your iPhone homepage recipeShelf icon (not by using Safari!) 

2. You should be seeing a ‘Caching…’ popup  in the upper left corner, which you’ll always see when you add 

new images to recipes  

 

Note: If you don’t see the “Caching…” popup, your iPhone may already be in sync  

3. Now go to your main options menu (top right corner) and select Sync for offline use 

 

4. Now you should be able to exit recipeShelf, go into Airport Mode, return to recipeShelf and use it as if 

you were online (limited features now) 

 

iPhone not in sync 

If recipeShelf on your iPhone is not reflecting e.g. the new background 

you picked on the full browser version of recipeShelf, or is not picking 

up the new language selection, try to erase the iPhone Safari cache 

under your iPhone Settings.  
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Google Recipe Search support 
This recipeShelf feature or section may only be of relevance to you, in the event you intend to make your recipe 

information publicly available and have them found by Google Recipe Search. Either through your own blog, 

website or other online publications. 

With Google’s widely discussed Recipe Search feature, there also came the requirement to supply one’s recipe 

information in a specific format. recipeShelf allows you via a single button click to produce that code based on 

your recipe data.  

Simply copy & paste the code into your blog and voila, Google will be able to find it. 

The “Add Hide Style” button 

This button will add a tiny bit of extra code that attempts to hide the entire code block once you copied it to your 

blog by simply moving it outside the viewport. Google however will still be able to see it just fine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click “Select All”, then 

copy and past into your 

blog or website. 

IMPORTANT: 

When pasting it into 

your blog, make sure to 

use your blog’s HTML 

editor  feature, 

otherwise you end up 

with this code block as-

is on your site. 

Just an option, in case 

you’d like to keep this 

code for Google 

around, but have a 

different recipe layout for 

your regular visitors 

already. 

NOTE: Depending on 

your website’s layout this 

may or may not work. 
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Application Security 
With version 1.3 I’ve made every attempt to enhance security across the board, primarily addressing XSS 

hack/spam attempts as well as SQL injection. 

If you do see odd, unexpected behaviour please let us know. 

 


